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NAME:  Robert G. Chilton 
 
ORAL HISTORY:  5 April 1999 
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: 

Junior College diploma, Austin Peay State College, Clarksville, Tennessee, 1943 
BS in Aeronautical Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, 1948  
MS in Aeronautical Engineering, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, 1949  
 
PRE-NASA CAREER: 

1st Lieutenant, Pilot, B-17 Flying Fortress, 486 Bomb Group, 8th Air Force, European 
Theater of Operations (1943-1945) 

Research Scientist, NACA Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia (1949-1958) 
Stability and Control Branch, Flight Research Division (date unknown-1958) 

 
NASA CAREER: 

NASA Space Task Group, Langley Research Center, Hampton, Virginia 
Chief, Flight Dynamics Branch, Flight Systems Division (1958-1962) 

NASA Manned Spacecraft Center/Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas 
Assistant Chief, Spacecraft Technology Division (1962-1965) 
Deputy Chief, Guidance and Control Division (1965-1970) 
Chief, Guidance and Control Division (1970-1973) 
Chief, Control Systems Development Division (1973-1978) 

 
POST-NASA CAREER: 

Professor, Texas A&M University (ca. 1978- date unknown) 
 
PROFESSIONAL & HONORARY SOCIETIES: 

• American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) 
• American Society for Engineering Education (ASEE) 

 
AWARDS & CITATIONS: 

• Air Medal, United States Army Air Force (4 times) 
• NASA Exceptional Service Medal 
• Named as co-inventor (1 of 7) of the Mercury Capsule (1962) 
• Achievement Award: Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab, Apollo-Soyuz, Space Shuttle 
• Sperry Fellowship 
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