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NAME:  Robert Laurel Crippen 
 
ORAL HISTORY:  26 May 2006 
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: 

B.S. in Aerospace Engineering, University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1960 
 
MILITARY EXPERIENCE:  Captain, United States Navy (Retired) 
 
PRE-NASA EXPERIENCE: 

United States Navy (1960-1987) 
Pilot Training (1960-1962) 
Attack Pilot, Fleet Squadron VA-72, USS Independence (1962-1964) 
USAF Aerospace Research Pilot School, Edwards Air Force Base, California 

 Student (1964-1965) 
 Instructor (1965-1966) 

Aerospace Research Pilot, Manned Orbiting Laboratory (MOL), Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, California (1966-1969) 

 
NASA INVOLVEMENT: 

NASA Manned Spacecraft Center/ Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas 
Astronaut (1969-1984) 
Deputy Director, Flight Crew Operations Directorate (1984-1986) 

Deputy Director, National STS Operations, NASA Kennedy Space Center, Cape 
Canaveral, Florida (1987-1989) 

Director, Space Shuttle Program, NASA Headquarters, Washington, DC (1990-1992) 
Director, NASA Kennedy Space Center, Cape Canaveral, Florida (1992-1995) 

 
POST-NASA EXPERIENCE: 

Vice-President, Automation Systems/ Simulation and Training Systems, Lockheed 
Martin Information Systems, Orlando, Florida (1995-1996) 

President, Thiokol Aerospace Group/ Thiokol Corporation/ Cordant Technologies Inc. 
Thiokol Propulsion, Brigham City, Utah (1996-Present) 

 
PROFESSIONAL & HONORARY SOCIETIES: 

• Fellow, Society of Experimental Test Pilots 
• Honorary Fellow, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
• Fellow, American Astronautical Society 

 
AWARDS & CITATIONS: 

• National Defense Medal (1962) 



Johnson Space Center Oral History Project  Robert L. Crippen 

• Navy Expeditionary Medal (1962) 
• Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (1962) 
• Meritorious Service Medal (1969) 
• NASA Exceptional Service Medal (1972) 
• JSC Group Achievement Award (1972) 
• NASA Distinguished Service Medal (1981) 
• Department of Defense Distinguished Service Medal (1981) 
• American Astronautical Society Flight Achievement Award (1981) 
• National Geographic Society's Gardiner Greene Hubbard Medal (1981) 
• Aviation Hall of Fame Al J. Engel Award (1981) 
• NASA Space Flight Medal, STS-1 (1981) 
• Federal Aviation Administration's Award for Distinguished Service (1982) 
• Goddard Memorial Trophy (1982) 
• NASA Space Flight Medal, STS-7 (1983) 
• Distinguished Flying Cross (1983) 
• Meritorious Service Medal (1983) 
• NASA Space Flight Medal, 41-C (1984) 
• NASA Space Flight Medal, 41-G (1984) 
• Department of Defense Distinguished Service Medal (1984) 
• National Space Trophy, Rotary National Award for Special Achievement Foundation 

(1995) 
• Congressional Space Medal of Honor (2006) 
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